
Name____________________________

Date ____________________________

Title ____________________________

________________________________

Author___________________________

Thumb – Setting ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Pointer – Characters _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Tall Finger – Problem _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Ring Finger – Events/Episodes ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Little Finger – Ending/Solution ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

    ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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Theme/
Main Idea



Retell the story as if you are telling it to a friend who has never heard it before.  

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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5-Finger Retelling Checklist

 Name_____________________________

Date _____________________________

Title _____________________________

_________________________________

Author____________________________

Yes No

Setting

I began my retelling with an INTRODUCTION. ____ ____

I told WHEN the story took place. ____ ____

I told WHERE the story took place. ____ ____
Characters

I told about the main character. ____ ____

I told about the other characters ____ ____
Problem

I told about the problem or goal of the main character(s). ____ ____
Events/Episodes

I told about the main events. ____ ____

I included episodes.  (How many?______) ____ ____
Ending/Solution ____ ____

I told how the problem was solved. ____ ____

I told how the story ended. ____ ____
Theme

I told about the theme/main idea of the story. ____ ____

When I composed/retold on my own, I included:________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

The next time I compose/retell, I need to remember to include the following things:

______________________________________________________________________
Checklist adapted from Student's Retelling Checklist by Susan Mandel Glazer, Rider University as found in Teaching Reading in the Elementary Grades, Canter, p. 128
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